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By JOHN L. PORTER.. M. D.,
Profetsor of Surgery. Medical Department. University

of Illinois.

X the mind of the Ki'i'ml public consumption means an in-

curable disease of the lungs. That idea is incorrect in two
particulars consumption is curable and it may attack any
of the other organs of the body as well as the lungs.

One of the most common forms of consumption out- -
side of the lungs is tuberculosis of the bones and joints.
This form of the disease is nearly as common as the infec-

tion of the lungs, but it differs from the latter in some
ways. It is not so fatal ; it is more frequent in children than
in adults, and it does not affect the patient's health

so badly. Tuberculosis of the spine, hips, and other joints is very
frequent between the ages of two and fourteen years and, so long as it
is confined to the bone or joint, may get well in time, though it usually
drags along for several years before the patient finally overcomes it.

Hut the important point, so far as this form of the disease is con--

ccrned, is that, unless carefully treated from the beginning, it always
leaves the patient crippled or deformed and often so badly so that he if
helpless. Those pitiful cases of hunch-bac- k and stiff and short--

ened and crooked legs we so frequently see in young jieople

usually due to luk-rculosi-

Like ils prototype, consumption of the the disease in the bonea
often begins very insidiously. The child may limp little and complain
of pain in the knee when the disease is really in the hip; or with dis-

ease in the spine the patient may complain of pain in the chest or abdo-

men be disinclined to play and run about. Frequently the first sign
of trouble is tendency to sit or stand in an unusual position and give

peculiar restless cry at night when going to sleep.

Many times these cases are treated for rheumatism or indigestion
for months before the true cause of the trouble is recognized.

As with consumption of the lungs, the medical profession has
learned that the value of treatment in these cases of bone and joint dis-

ease depends upon how early it is brgun.
If taken in hand liefore the bones have become badly destroyed

iti'itier Sunday lee required recovery shortened and the mortality lessened.
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nients, and little limp or pain in child is often allowed to go un-

treated or at best rubbed with sonic liniment on the theory that "it is

just wrench or sprain." until the serious damage has bin done and

the Inst time for is passed.
The mistake is discovered too late.
Tiiln rculiisis is very apt to follow slight injury bone or joint,

and when child complains of pain or stiffness in joint or walks or

stoop in an awkward manner or cries out at night and cannot go to

sleep, no time should be lost in consulting physician or surgeon

Such course may iuM only save the patient from long months of suf

firing and eKiise. but, what is more important, il ay save him from
hilpltss cripple for life.

While consumption of the lungs is fatal in lare proxirtion of

case and it mortality has Ik en so gr.at and the disease widespread

as to have earned for it the title of "the great white plague," the med-

ical profession anil vine of the laity have come to learn that it can

often le cured in any of it forms if taken early ih.it those afllictcd

are no! entirely Ikh1css ami that the disease can Ik-- presented by proper

care. it is communicable.
these things, the profession of the world has in-

augurated crusade against tubcrculnsU in all its forms and it has

learned that the most powerful wi.iniii with which it can tight the dis-

ease is the education of the public regarding it. And when, through our
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Slir antly (Grrat
By DR. NOVELL D WIGHT HILLI.

Piaior Plymouth Church. Prookly n.
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